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Future Transboundary UNESCO Biosphere Reserve 
“Mura-Drava-Danube” (TBR MDD)

 5 countries – 3 rivers – 1 biosphere reserve MURA-DRAVA-DANUBE;

 From the Austrian-Slovenian border, Mura to the Danube, along 5 

countries, in the heart of Europe;

 Most preserved riverine system in Central Europe;

 Rare natural habitats: floodplain forests, river islands, gravel and sand 

banks, side branches and oxbows;

 Flagship species: white-tailed eagles, little tern, black stork, beaver, 

otter…

 Known as Amazon of Europe 

https://www.tzpdravskipeski.hr



Amazon of Europe Bike Trail – flagship 
project for a joint tourism product 



Amazon of Europe Bike Trail
Discover Amazon of Europe by cycling along Mura, Drava and 

Danube

Distance: over 1.250 km, 
North and South Route

Cycling through planned first world 
UNESCO 5-country Biosphere Reserve 
Mura-Drava-Danube, spanning over 
almost 1 million hectares 

3 rivers: Mura, Drava and Danube: 
most preserved natural riverine system 
in Central Europe

5 countries: Austria, Slovenia, Croatia, 
Hungary and Serbia

27 stages, 11 on the North Route 
and 16 on the South Route 



https://muzej-djurdjevac.hr/

Expected results 

 Developing and implementing 
the AoE Bike Trail as a flagship 
tourism product for biking

 Turning heritage potentials 
into touristic product

 International cyclists
booking AoE Bike Trail route 
by on-line system

 Establishing of Amazon of 
Europe Bike Trail Service & 
Booking Center

 To improve skills and knowledge 
of the locals

 Sustainable tourism

 New work opportunities in 
tourism - Enhanced cooperation 
and skills of service providers

 Boosted regional economy , new 
jobs 

 Benefits for nature protection

 Valorization of protected areas 
through sustainable economic 
development and tourism

 Turning Amazon of Europe to a 
known destination for relaxation 
in preserved nature



Joint branding and equipment 

 Connection with the river - river view locations: stopovers, visitor areas 



Drava Mura confluence

Goran Šafarek



River Drava and surrounding lakes

Goran Šafarek



Old river branches and streams

Goran Šafarek

Goran Šafarek



River islands, gravel 
and sand banks

Goran Šafarek

Goran Šafarek https://www.tzpdravskipeski.hr

AoE Bike Trail leaflet



Why to go there? 
Top attractive programs in 
Koprivnica Križevci County

• Hlebine School of naive art - Gallery of naive art 
Hlebine, Gallery roads of Podravina

• Hunting Drava monsters – rafting on Drava River

• Wine routes of Podravina - Bilogora hills 

• City of Koprivnica on bike (or on foot)

• Đurđevac Old City and experience of Croatian Sahara

• Pilgrimage to Molve and sacral heritage of Podravina 

• Fishing at lakes and Drava River

• Recreative riding or carriage ride in Podravina

• Podravina events: The Legend of roosters, Motives of 
Podravina, Renaissance festival

• Hunt in forests of Podravina or Educative workshop on 
forests

https://visitdjurdjevac.hr/

https://kckzz.hr/

https://djurdjevac.hr/

https://www.renesansnifestival.hr/

https://muzej-djurdjevac.hr/



http://pitomaca.hr/

Vision for the future • Responsible green destination Amazon of 
Europe  developing high quality tourism 
products

• Upgrading of cultural and natural heritage 
to tourist attractions in Drava area

• Development of new tourism products –
hiking trails, horse riding paths, river paths, 
cultural paths, wine paths, gastro trails...

• Developing and equipping of visitor centre 
for natural and cultural heritage in Hlebine 
(part of Hlebine Gallery of naive art)

• Promotion and branding of destination

• Common strategy for sustainable 
development of protected TBR MDD area



Thank You for your attention!

http://www.interreg-danube.eu/amazon-of-europe-bike-trail
https://www.facebook.com/AoEBikeTrail/

KOPRIVNIČKO-KRIŽEVAČKA ŽUPANIJA
Ulica Antuna Nemčića 5

48000 Koprivnica, Hrvatska
tel.: +385 48 658 111
fax.: +385 48 622 584

vladimir.sadek@kckzz.hr
https://kckzz.hr/

http://www.interreg-danube.eu/amazon-of-europe-bike-trail
https://www.facebook.com/AoEBikeTrail/
mailto:vladimir.sadek@kckzz.hr
https://kckzz.hr/
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